United States Alpaca Association of 1846
Kathleen M. Cullen

That’s right!! 1846!! Recently my sister, Megan Cullen, who is a Cultural Resource Preservationist in
Belfast, Maine, came across an article in an 1846 newspaper while she was doing some research for the city
of Rockland, Maine. It caught her eye as it mentioned alpacas. She copied it from the microfiche and sent it
to me. | was intrigued, and began to do some more research, with her help. What | found was very
interesting! | have only the beginning of the story from several articles in various agricultural news journals
from 1846, which | share below. | hope at some time to find out “the rest of the story”.

This is the first article that caught our attention. It was apparently published in the Lime Rock Gazette in
1846.

The Alpaca
Their introduction into the United States

We have observed with pleasure the intention of the American Agricultural Association at the suggestion of R.
L. Peel of Ulster county, to introduce the Peruvian Sheep or Alpaca into the United States. This animal inhabits
the slopes, table lands, and mountains of Peru, Bolivia and Chili, enduring all the vicissitudes of climate. They
are found 12,000 feet above the level of the sea, where they derive a subsistence from the moss & c. frowning
upon the rocks exposed to all the rigor of the elements and receiving neither food nor care from the hand of
man. The shepherd only visits them occasionally, yet much are their gregarious habits that the member of one
flock seldom stray away and mix with another, being kept in discipline by the older ones, who know their
grounds and become attached to the place of their nativity, of which they return at night, evincing an
astonishing vigilance and sagacity in keeping the young ones together and free from harm. Hence there is no
need of branding them.

So great is the intelligence of some leader of a flock, that much value is on this account attached to them by
their owners,-part of whose duties they perform. These animals, says William Walton, are found on the snow-
capped mountain Chimborazo, 11,670 feet above the sea. In This tropical region excessive heat is experienced
in the month of August during the day, and towards evening the thermometer regularly falls many degrees
below freezing point and the next morning rises from 8 to 12 degrees above it- all of which great changes they
endure perfectly well. In other parts of the Andean mountains, during half the year, snow and hail fall
incessantly whilst in the higher regions as before noticed, every night the thermometer falls may degrees below
the freezing point, and the peaks consequently are constantly covered with an accumulation of ice. The wet
season succeeds when lightning flashes traverse the clouds in rapid succession, followed, not by showers, but
by torrents of rain which after collecting fall headlong from the rocks, leaving the slopes almost bare of soil,
and the spreading demolition whenever they pass. Still the Alpacas abound and thrive. Their teeth are so
strong that they can easily crush and masticate vegetable substances too hard and tough for ordinary cattle. In
the formation of their stomach they resemble the camel and can undergo extreme hunger and thirst. Their
meat is tender, wholesome and savory, and in that country is recommended by physicians to invalids, in
preference to fowls- for all declare that their meat is extremely wholesome and as palatable as that of fat
sheep and in Castile. Mr. W. further remarks that in his time there were shambles in the Peruvian towns, where
it was constantly sold. The quality of Alpaca meat could not fail to be good, when the cleanliness of the animal,
in nature of its food, and the neat and delicate manner in which it feeds are considered. They eat the purest
vegetable substances, which they cull with the greatest of care and in habitual cleanliness surpass every other
quadruped.. The hardy nature and contented disposition of the Alpaca, cause it to adapt itself to almost any
soil or situation. The best proof of its hardiness is its power to endure cold, damp, hunger, and thirst-



vicissitudes to which it is constantly exposedonits nat i ve mount ai ns jlequalitidsdree i t
evinced in its general habits of affection towards its keeper.

No animal in the universe is less effected by the change of climate and food, nor is there any one to be found

more easily domicilated than this. Another remarkable feature in the Alpaca is that it does not perspire, for
which reason, and it’ s pec uleguaewbshing leeforeitisrtdkey fromehd i t s
back. Although confined to regions where the Alpaca is free from all diseases incidental to common sheep. The

chest is guarded by a callosity which comes in contact with the ground while the animal reposes, and protects

it from cattarrhs, or other disorder disabling the limbs. In whatever point of view we contemplate the

properties and habits of this animal, it will be found a suitable stock for all our western and northern states,

waste and unprofitable pastures would suffice them and they would browse on wild grasses and herbage that

sheep and cattle would reject. They will yield from 12-15 pounds of wool, which is suited for the finest class of

goods and calculated to compete with silk. It is almost fashionable now as that fabric being worn by her

Majesty Victoria. | n 1834 the quantity of Al paca Watedt i mpor
readable]

So firmly is its reputation now established that there is every certainty of a growing demand, to meet which an
additional quantity will annually be required. It is supposed that owing to neglect of the inhabitants of Peru,

there has been an enormous decline in the number of Alpacas, which will eventually render them difficult to be
obtained We would therefore urge strenuously on the gentlemen of wealth, merchants, and agriculturists and

in fact all who feel an interest in the welfare of the country, to come forward at once and assist the Society in

an undertaking so worthy of all praise. We undated the cost of bringing out three hundred will be 510,500,

delivered in New York; of which sum three thousand have already been promised. We sincerely hope those

engaged in an enterprise so noble will not allow the matter to flag. —N.Y. Jour. Of Commer.

This article was found in the Genesse Farmer, 1846.
THE ALPACA

We are happy to learn that a few enterprising wealthy gentlemen of this State are about to import a lot of
Alpacas from South America, this season. They are said to clip about 10 Ibs. of wool, worth from 25 to 30 cents
per Ib. per head. They are very hardy animals, and those taken to England have done remarkably well. Several
millions of pounds of Alpaca wool are annually imported into Great Britain. It is made into mouslin de lains,
and a variety of other fabrics, being long, fine, and almost of

a silky texture. We doubt not that the Alpaca will prove a valuable acquisition to our present stock of domestic
animals.

My enterprising sister, Megan, found the following article with some time and effort. | have not changed
any of the wording or spelling in this article, so that you can read it as it was written in 1846.

American Agriculturist and the Rural New Yorker: Volume 5 - Page 216 1846

THE ALPACA. On no two points, according to our informant, do the early writers on Peru so perfectly agree,
as in the number of species of the Andes sheep, and the purposes to which the Incas applied them. They state,
as already observed in our last No.1, that there were four kinds, two tame and two wild—a fact too well
established to admit of a doubt; and, as our avowed object in laying these sketches before the public, is to
throw light, and elicit the inquiry, whether the rearing of the alpaca is applicable to the soil, climate, and rural
industry of the United States, we shall not enter into these nice distinctions, but regard them as coming within
the sphere of the practical zoologist, rather than under any effort of ours.


http://books.google.com/books?id=ZP5PAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA216&dq=1846+,+Mr.+R.+L.+Pell+of+Ulster+County,+New+York+alpaca&hl=en&ei=clxxTf22EJTQsAPVpN2oBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAQ

The point nearest to the equator at which Andes sheep were originally noticed, is said to be Rio Bamba,
situated in latitude 1°38'S., about ninety miles southwest of Quito, and not far from the snow-capped
mountains of Chimborazo. The town stands 11,670 feet above the level of the sea, to which elevation the
temperature of the air corresponds. In this tropical region, and consequently on a spot where excessive heats
might be expected during the month of August, the two Ulloas remarked that, towards evening, the
thermometer reqularly fell two or three degrees below the freezing point, and next morning rose eight or
twelve above it, which would indicate that, at certain elevations, no land is exempt from the dominion of frost.

Although, from the point above mentioned, across the equator, the climate becomes milder, and vegetation
more abundant, it has been remarked that the wild species do not pass the line, but continue stationary
there—a phenomenon for which some Peruvian writers have endeavored to account, by alleging, that the ycho
or icliu plant, a coarse grass, and the favorite food of both the tame and wild species, does not extend further
towards the north.

It has been remarked by physiologists, that the size of animals is usually adapted to the nature of the
country which they are born to inhabit. This is not the case in the present instance; and whether we consider
the great extent of the Andes mountains, their stupendous forms, the immense elevation of their summits, or
the severity of the climate prevailing upon them, the more shall we be astonished at the diminutive size and
delicate frame of the quadrupeds dwelling in those secluded recesses. The woolly natives, nevertheless, possess
a hardiness of constitution, and a peculiarity of structure, admirably well adapted to the nature of their birth-
place. There, during half the year, snow and hail fall incessantly, whilst in the higher regions, as before noticed,
nearly every night the thermometer falls below the freezing point, and the peaks, consequently, are perpetually
covered with an accumulation of ice. The wet season succeeds, when flashes of lightning traverse the clouds in
rapid succession; the thunder rolls through the firmament in rumbling and prolonged peals, followed not by
showers, but by torrents of rain, which, after collecting, fall headlong from the rocks, or pour into the crags and
chasmes, leaving the slopes bare of soil, and spreading desolation wherever they pass, till at length the stream
is lost in some lake, or serves to swell the head waters of a river.

It is astonishing that the temperature of the air on mountains so peculiarly situated, and exposed to the full
blaze of a vertical sun, should be so much chilled as almost to present the desolate aspect of the arctic regions;
and yet such are the tracts of land upon which the Andes sheep abound and thrive—the flocks, more especially
those of alpacas, being still, comparatively speaking, considerable in the vicinity of Rio Bamba, where the
inhabitants evince a great aptitude for woollen manufactures, and carry on a trade in the raw material Of
alpaca and vicuna wools the women knit stockings, colored cloaks, and also gloves equally ornamental.
Ponclios or men's surtouts, are woven in colors, and of so delicate a texture, as to be worth 5700 each. They
are also used throughout Peru as a riding dress, by the wealthiest ladies.

Pursuing their researches, the Spaniards ascertained that, at the period of their arrival, llama and alpaca flocks
on the coast were kept as far as the fortieth degree of south latitude, and inland as far as the territory of the



Araucanos, in which space they occupied the middle declivities of the Andes, facing the west, wherever
population was concentrated. Alonso de Ovalle, a Jesuit, and a native of Chili, in his "Historica Relacion del
Reyno de Chili" (Rome, 1646), says that in the capital of Santiago, llamas formerly had been used to carry
wheat, wine, and other articles, and also to bring water from the river to the houses.

Along the extended range above named, the tame breeds were left to browse. The sheltered part of a hill, the
bottom of a dale, or the furzy heath, were their favorite haunts. There they picked up their scanty and
scattered food, under the lower boundary of the snow, ascending as it disappeared from the surface.
Sometimes they fed on the mosses which fringe the rocks, and plants growing on the hillocks, or would descend
the slopes and enter the ichuides (pastures of the ichu . plant); while in the higher and more secluded regions,
reaching nearly to the summits of the lofty chain, as well as on both sides of the double line which it assumes in
Peru, there dwelt the vicuna and guanaco in a wild state, and far from the abode of man, hunted only for their
flesh and skins.

The comparatively small size of Peruvian sheep, as well as of the vegetable forms by which they are
surrounded, clearly indicates that the climate of the Andes is not favorable either to animal or vegetable
growth. It has also been remarked, that there the human species is subject to the same rule; man decreasing in
bulk and stature in proportion as he dwells near the mountain summits. In Peru, the winter sets in towards
June, and is severely felt on the highlands, where the snow remains upon the ground six, and in some places
eight months in the year.

As soon as the narrow and green strip of land bordering upon the Pacific is passed, the traveller begins to
ascend the slopes; and when he attains the first table-land, observes a complete change in the climate and the
appearance of vegetation. Except in the yungas, or hollows, where an alluvial soil has been collected, and
where the Indian plants his sugar-cane, banana, and esculent roots, the country wears a naked and barren
aspect.

Here, at an elevation of from 8,000 to 12,000 feet above the level of the sea, the Peruvian tends his alpacas
and llamas, allowing them to range at the foot of the snowy cliffs called punas, or to wander on the paramos,
or heaths, where they derive subsistence from the moss and lichens growing on the rocks, or crop the strong
grasses and tender shrubs which spring up upon the flats, favored by moisture. On these commons the animals
may be said to shift for themselves, exposed to all the rigor of the elements, and receiving no food from the
hand of man. The shepherd only visits them occasionally; yet sue! are their gregarious habits, that the
members of one flock seldom stray away and mix with another, being kept in a good state of discipline by the
old ones, which know their own grounds, and become attached to the place of their nativity, to which they
return at night, evincing an astonishing vigilance and sagacity in keeping the young ones together, and free
from harm. Hence there is no need of their being marked; and so great is the intelligence of some punteros, or
leaders of a flock, that a more than ordinary value is, on this account, attached to them by the owner, part of
whose duties they perform.

The most valuable breeds are said to come from the central provinces; and here it may not be irrelevant to
observe that there are two varieties of alpacas, flering in size, figure, and fleece. The breed caltejasis
the most diminutive, and is esteemed for the smallness of bone and symmetry of ftsrichiefly confined
to the Cusco range of mountains, more particularly to that part of it intervening between the ancient city of the
Incas and Haumanga. It is thought to be a remnant of the old royal flocks, or those once owned by the priests
of the sun, who are represented as having the choicest breeds. That territory was besides the principal theatre
of agricultural operations, the seat of power, and the centre of Peruvian civilisation. It was from this breed that
the beautiful white and brown alpaca (fig. 56) owned by Mr. Cross, late of the Surrey Zoological Gardens, was
obtained.
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The Alpaca Of Mr. Cross.—Fio. 56.' This specimen was originally brought from Lima, where it had been a
pet; and the perforations in its ears, in which ornamental rings had been placed, were still visible. Its graceful
attitudes, gentle disposition, and playful manners, were particularly attractive. Ladies frequently caressed it as
if it had been-a child. Although kept in the unwholesome atmosphere of a crowded city, pent up in a close
room, and unavoidably fed on unsuitable diet, it nevertheless attained the usual age ; thus affording as
satisfactory an example of hardihood as could be wished.

| found the following article in the British-American Cultivator
Toronto, February, 1846

New Series. TORONTO, FEBRUARTY, 1846. Vol II. No. 2

We wish we possessed one-tenth the wealth of many a man we could name in this country, for one of the first
things we would do with a very small portion of it, would be to import a few alpacas and naturalise them here
for the benefit of the agricultural community. We wrote a little article on this subject in our April number, last
year, and we do intend to continue inserting other till we can influence some one, who has sufficient
patriotism, so make an importation of these most beautiful and valuable animals. It pains us, absolutely, to
look around and see the worthless objects on which so much money is spent in every quarter of the United
States; and yet one might solicit for years and it is doubtful whether so small a sum as one thousand dollars
would be raised for the worth purpose of importing what might ultimately benefit the country untold millions.
This does not arise from a want of liberality on the part of our citizens, but unfortunately from improper
education. Yes we mean -areducation whizhnteadhed peaple to do withthéirar g e
abundant means what is for the advantage of the fellow citizens- aye, and for the world. Instead of spending



them so exclusively for the gratification of their won immediate vanity, pride and luxury. Is there not a
merchant among the millionaires of this great city, who will stand up as Mr. Dawson did- honored be his name-
at the late meeting of the British Association for the advancement of science and say:

“1t I S nsinae |/ fisstijoxed yhie sacietg for a little recreation or relaxation from the trials of 30 years
close application to commerci al l i fe and at Birm
countenance in a special manner. | there declared the object of that paper, which was to induce our various
manufacturers to

exercise their ingenuity in discovering means to consume wool of a silken texture (as can be seen retailing) in a
manufactured state, and also to prepare our landed gentry and farmers to naturalise the animal called the

“ Al p-a spaxiés of sheep that eat what the cow, the horse, the common sheep etc. reject. The
manufactures have succeeded beyond my most sanguine expectation, and the naturalization also; the former
has created a national wealth of £3,000,000 to £5,000,000 per annum, the latter is progressing rapidly. | have
proved these mountain-rangers can be domiciled in our own country, though brought from beyond the Andes
Mountains in Peru. (How much more easily then would they do this in the United States-a climate similar to
their own! | have tried the experiments in my own lands, in the west coast of Ireland, in the wildest districts of
the county of Kerry; and already a company on the tapis to bring over ten thousand of those animals for the
national good. As the race is nearly extinct in Peru, it is desirable to bring them out to our isles; their wool
approaching silk and their flesh being improved by English air and pasture. Our Sovereign and Prince-Albert are
now wearing royal robes manufactured at Windsor. In ten years these animals will add £20,000,000 per
annum to the national wealth!- Am. Ag.

The following article was found in the Library of Congress archives. In finding this article, my question was
finally answered as to whether the alpacas were ever imported. There are two references to animals, in
fact, being imported. On the pages below, one can read that Alpacas were brought to the United States.
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On the lofty Cordilleras of the Andes, in South America considerably below the line of perpetual snow from Chili
nearly to the equator, there abound at | east thr
“Llama”, “Paco” or “Alpaca” and Vicuna, the | att
a variety of the llama. This also agrees with the opinion of the Inca Garciaso de la Vega, who says, in the year
1811, that “the domest i c antithagreateranmdthe sindile-whRfethey asi a n
a common name, call llama, that is cattle or sheep. The larger kind they call huanacu-llama on account of the
resemblance it bears to the wild animal known in Peru by the name of huanacu, from which it differs only in

color; for the domestic llamas are to be met with as various in their colors as horses, but wild llamas are

uniformly of a chestnut color. The larger kind bears a great similitude to a camel except that it is deficient in

the hump upon it’s back and i sllamapwhichs only teaet! fgréts T h e
flesh and wool. The vicunas are not very unlike goats in their appearance, except they have no horns, are

larger and are of a leonine color or more ruddy. They live in the highest mountains and groves, and particularly

love those cold regions of solitude, which the Peruvians designate by the common name of punas, neither are

they annoyed by frost and snow, but are rather created by them. They go in flocks and run most swiftly; and

such is their timidity that, at the sight of man or wild beasts, they instantly hurry into inaccessible retreats, and

elude their pursuits. There were formally a great number of these animals here, but they are now become

much more rare in consequence of the promiscuous license of hunting them. Their wool is very fine, resembling

silk or the fur of the beaver, and the natives deservedly hold it in high estimation; for, besides other properties,

it is also said to resist heat and impart coolness to the wearer.

The llama (Auchenia glama) ordinarily, is from 4 to 5 feet in height, of a light- brown color on the back
and sides, and under the belly uniformly white. Sometimes, however, it is dun grey or even inclining to purple
and very seldom parti-colored or black. The hair is long, of a texture between silk and wool, but not curled.

The alpaca (Auchenia alpaca) is smaller than
corpulent, however, owing to its possessing a much longer and much more profuse clothing of hair, which,
sometimes, is from 8 — 12 inches in length on the sides, rump and breast. The fleece of an old individual is
represented to weigh 20 or 30 pounds. It partakes of various colors, often being parti-colored, but more
frequently white than the other species.

The most valuable breeds are said to come from the central provinces, and here it may not be irrelevant to
observe that there are two varieties of alpaca, differing in size, figure and fleece. The breed called coyas is the
more diminutive, and is esteemed for the smallness of bone and symmetry of form. It is chiefly confined to the
Cusco range of mountains, more particularly to that part of it intervening between the ancient city of the Incas
and Haumanaga. It is thought to be a remnant of the old royal flocks, or those once owned by the priests of the
sun, who are represented as having the choicest breeds. That territory was besides the principal theatre of
agricultural operations, the seat of power and the centre of Peruvian civilization.

The Peruvian dry the flash of the llama as well as that of the alpaca which they are very fond of eating.

The order to which the genus Auchenia belongs offers to the eye of the naturalist but a very small
anatomical difference of the conformation from that containing the camel, properly so called. The feet are not
like those of that quadruped, entirely padded with an elastic sole, but the two toes are separated, each having
strong, horny nails, or oos, nearly resembling the talons of a bird, with a thick cushion, or pad beneath. These
animals are also dissimilar in the formation and arrangement of their teeth, having on each side of the upper
jaw one canine tooth more than the camel, but are deficient in a second canine tooth in the lower jaw. Their
incisors project fully half an inch from the muzzle bone, so as to meet the pad fitted above, by which means
and with the aid of the tongue and cleft lip, they are not only enabled to draw together and clip short grass
upon the ground, but also, with their long necks, pointed muzzles and the oblique posture which the head can
assume, to collect herbage growing on the hedges and in the interstices of rocks 7 feet high as well as the tops
of hedges and tall shrubs. Their teeth are, at the same time, so strong and interlock in such a manner that they
easily crush and masticate vegetable substances too hard and tough for ordinary cattle. The absence of the
hump and of the callosity on the breast also constitutes striking points of difference between these animals and



the camel. The llama however has a conformation resembling the llama hump, being provided with an excess
of nutritive matter, which lies in a thick bed of fat under the skin and is absorbed as a compensation for an
occasional want of food. Some of these animals, as in the camel, have callosities on the knees of the forelegs
and like them kneel down in the same manner. Their stomachs and those of the camel in some respects are
similarly organized. That of the llama, according to Sir Everard Home, has a portion of it intended to resemble
the reservoirs for water in the camel, but these have no depth, being only superficial cells, and have no
muscular apparatus to close their mouths, and allow the solid food to pass into the fourth cavity, or digesting
stomach, without going into these cells. But the stomach of these quadrupeds certainly much have some kind
of internal mechanism for retaining water or secreting a liquid substance, for it has been remarked, along the
flanks of some parts of the Andes, that they lie far above any lakes or streams and abstain from drink a great
portion of the year and further, it has been observed that in a state of domestication they never manifest any
desire to drink so long as they can obtain an abundance of succulent herbage. From the peculiar organization
both of the camel and the llama we are led to infer that each is evidently fitted by Nature for the endurance of
great hardships and privations the one amidst the sand of the desert under a burning sun; the other on the
wastes of some of the loftiest mountains of the globe, with a region of perpetual snow above. The slight
variations of their conformation, such as that of the foot, are modifications of Nature, which befit them for
their respective abodes. The habitation amongst the rocks would be mechanically impossible for the
dromedary, whilst the burning plains would be as little suited to the paco.

The llama in its natural habitat on the Andes, at an elevation of 8,000- 12,000 feet above the level of
the sea, far above any lakes or streams feeds through choice on a sort of rushy grass or reed called tchu, which
grows in abundance where it is said these animals are never known to drink so long as a sufficiency of green
succulent herbage can be obtained. They also derive subsistence from the mosses and lichen, which fringe the
rocks among their native haunts, or by browsing upon tender shrubs. They adapt themselves to almost any soil
or situation, provided the heat is not oppressive or prolonged and the air is pure, possessing a hardiness of
constitution admirable well adapted to the nature of their birthplace where during half the year, snow and hail
incessantly fall, whilst in the higher regions, nearly every night during summer, the mercury sinks below the
freezing point, and the peaks are perpetually covered with accumulations of ice or snow. It is astonishing that
the temperature of the air, on the mountains so peculiarly situated and exposed to the full glare of the vertical
sun, should be so much chilled as almost to present the desolate aspect of the Artic regions; and yet such are
the tracts upon which the vicuna and the guanaco abound and run wild, far above the abode of man, and are
hunted for their flesh and skins. It is remarkable, however, that they do not inhabit Quito, Santa Fe, Caracas
and although the climate of the mountains of those parts is similar to that of High Peru.

The comparatively small size of these animals, as well as the vegetable forms by which they are surrounded
clearly indicates that the climate of the Andes is not favorable either to animal or vegetable growth. It has also
been remarked, that there, the human species is subject to the same law, man decreasing in bulk and stature
in proportion as he swells near the mountain summits. In Peru, the winter sets in towards June and is severely
felt on the highlands, where the snow remains upon the ground six and in places eight months in the year. As
soon as the narrow and green strip of land bordering upon the Pacific is passed, the traveller begins to ascend
the slopes and when he attains the first table-land, observes a complete change in the climate and the
appearance of vegetation. Except in the yungas, or hollows, where an alluvial soil has been collected and
where the Indian plants his sugar-cane, banana the country wears a naked and barren aspect.

The female llama and alpaca go with young eleven or twelve months and rarely produce more than one
at a birth. They are weaned when half a year old, but are not put at work before they have completed the third
year. They begin to bear when two years old.

The llama and alpaca, as well as the alpaca and vicuna can be induced to breed together and of the
former union there are frequent instances to be met with in Europe as well as in Peru. From this alliance a
beautiful hybrid results and possible finer to the eye than either parent and also more easily trained to work,
but like the mule it does not procreate.



From the sterility of this hybrid race, it would follow that the alpaca is distinct variety of the llama tribe,

di ffering as muc h thehoaserwoes ftom the as bntl dconsequentlypthetthe tavcs a s
domestic animals of the Peruvians were not brought to their present state by means of crossing. Their

intermixture is a modern expedient by the Spaniards. It is a rule of the vital economy that life only springs from

life and every being in consequently endowed with the property of generating an offspring, inheriting a nature
similar to it’s own. When the species vary, this
physiological resemblance in many important points of their organization, there must necessarily be some

material difference between the llama and alpaca in the functions of generation, which it is more than

presumable equally extends to the wild species, and that difference produces all irregularity at variance with
Nature’ s | aws, constituting an essenti al condi ti
a distinguished naturalist, who accompanied the French army into Spain, under Marshall Soult, that he

observed in the Zoological garden on Don Francisco de Theran, at San Lucar de Barrameda, in Andalusia three
alpaca-vigonias (the cross between the vicuna and alpaca) the fleeces of which were much longer and six times
heavier than those of any other variety. The Spanish were proud of this acquisition, thinking that they had

thereby obtained a new race of wool-bearing animals, calculated to people their hills and repair the loss

sustained through the decline in their Merino flocks. By the experimenting of crossing, however, they defeated

the very object which they had in view, as the animals gradually died off without leaving any offspring and in

the curse of a few years, there was scarcely one individual to be found in the kingdom.

The Peruvians are careful not to overload either of these animals, the burden of which is generally
about 100 pounds, though, for a short distance, on good roads, they occasionally carry 12 or 15 pounds more.
They are usually docile and willing to perform their task, if gently treated, but if provoked they express their
anger by turning back their ears and spitting into the face of their offender even is he be 3 or 4 yards off. Their
food is never prepared for them, but when unemployed, they are suffered to graze on their native mountains,
often pasturing in company with the wild species, but they are so much accustomed and apparently attached
to mankind that they never exchange servitude for freedom. Those animals which have been brought to Europe
and the United States appeared to thrive well for a time on the same sorts of food a eaten by cattle and sheep;
but the inferior kinds of browse, grass and hay with a due proportion of potatoes, carrots, or other succulent
roots, were preferred by them to rich pastures and farinaceous grains. Too liberal an allowance of nutritious
and stimulating food to an animal extremely abstemious cannot, therefore, be regarded other than injurious.
|l ts peculiarly formed stomach is not admauplted to
abstinence from drink. In Peru, the llama is sometimes treated with maize or millet in their green, soft, milky
stage.

In regard to the diseases of these animals, it has frequently been remarked that, when they are taken
down to the lowland towns and are there kept for much length of time, they perspire freely as soon as the hot
weather comes on and if neglected, a scurf or rash forms on the skin. In their new character, the coat of course
is carefully preserved as being ornamental, but if it is shorn off and the animals is bathed in the cool part of the
day, before the system has been heated by exercise or the natural warmth of the climate, the sufferer
invariably recovers in a short time. This cooling remedy, is has been observed, the animals themselves,
naturally seek, for when taken down to the heated atmosphere of the plains, should this rash break out, both
these animals instinctively of in search of a refreshing steam, not for the purpose of drinking, as has been
erroneously supposed, but for bathing and thereby preserving their health.

For a period of nearly forty years, the subject of introducing these quadrupeds into this country has
been agitated and several attempts have been made to engraft them into our husbandry. As well known
instances of this, it may be recollected that the late Colonel Skinner published an extended notice of these
animals in the “American Farmer” in Baltimore, a
Association” of t h eund®ystbscriptiof for Nteostuctidhoin 1846, o paeserst ef several  f
of them was made by the Peruvian Government to the Honorable Daniel Webster, when Secretary of State,
and the early part of the past winter, a cargo of llamas and alpacas were shipped to Baltimore, on speculation,
from Guayaquil. But owing to the apparent inadaptability of these animals to the climate and elevation of the



Atlantic and Gulf States, all the experiments hitherto made proved futile. To Succeed, then, as a last resort, we
haveonl y t o direct our attention to those vast el e\
the east of the Rocky Mountains, and lying principally between longitude 20 and 30 west from Washington,
extending from Texas to the Arctic sea. These plains contain but little timber or woods and individual trees
rare. They mostly have a gentle slope from the west to the east, though in some instances gracefully
undulating, clad with thick nutritious grasses and teeming with animal life. The soil, though compact, is a fine
calcareous mould. The climate is comparatively rainless, storms being rare, except during the melting of the
snows on the mountain crests, which swells the rivers like the Nile, to irrigate rather than to drain the
neighboring tracts. The herbage, which is perennial, edible and nutritious throughout the year, is peculiarly
adapted to the dryness of the soil and the tempe
“Buffal o” grass and c o0\ kving thetapperargerofiadeficdte n@oss. Durimgehé i n
melting of the snows, in the immense mountain masses beyond the Great Plains, the rivers yield a copious
evaporation in their long and sinuous courses; storm clouds gather on the summits, roll down the mountain
flanks, and discharge themselves in vernal showers. In this temporary prevalence of moist atmosphere, these
delicate grasses grow, seed in the root, and are cured into hay upon the ground by the returning drought. It is
in this longitudinal belt of eternal pasture that the llama and alpaca would thrive, of at all in any part of our
domains, where infinite herds of aboriginal cattle, the buffalo, the antelope, the elk, and wild horses abound,
as well as the mountain sheep, the white and black tailed deer, and innumerable smaller games. They could be
imported from Peru to a number of a few hundreds, by the way of the Gulf of California and the Gila, and
presented as a token of friendship to the immense population of nomadic Indians, or their chiefs, by whom they
should be protected under prohibitory laws.

Could these animals be suffered to remain unmolested for ten or twenty years, if successful, they would
probably increase to thousands, and even millions, ever after while immense profits would result form their
flesh, skins and wool, besides using them as beasts of burden in places inaccessible to the camel or the mule.

D.J.R.

Regarding the references to Coyas on page P 6, | did some searching to find the meaning of this term as it
appears to refer to either Suri or Huacaya. It was interesting that what | did find was a reference to The
Coya in the religion (see below). | found one other reference to Alpacas as Coya in a book about the Spanish
conquest of Peru. In that book was a reference to some people captured as slaves and taken back to Spain
along with 400 Coya.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Racism_Against_Indigenous_Peoples/message/12346

Because of this dual role within the cosmos and the parallel chains of authority, men controlled the cults to the
male gods and women controlled the cults of the goddesses. The Coya, who was believed to be the daughter
of the Moon, headed the cult of the Moon. The Sapa Inca headed the cult of the Sun, and was believed to be
his son. Women priestesses stemmed down from the Coya in the same way that male priests extended from
the Sapa Inca. Women priestesses wielded power as the heads of these cults. This is because the goddesses of
Incan cosmology controlled earthly fertility and human procreation, both of which were integral to Incan
agricultural society. Women also had their own royal ancestral cults. Coyas were mummified just like the
male Incan rulers and were worshipped, and attended in the same way, meaning they were also treated as
though still alive and they retained their estates even in death. (Similar to the way Egyptian kings were
honored in death.)



As with all research, | am left with more questions than | started with. For those of you who chose to read
this article in its entirety and are intrigued by this information, I’'m sure you might enjoy seeing what more
you may find out. It would be interesting to see if one could track down at what point the word Coya came
to mean an alpaca, and more specifically, did it mean Suri or Huacaya. The pictures in these articles appear
to show Suri Alpacas.



